
Language 
Matters
The way we talk 

about addiction and 
substance misuse can 
directly impact stigma. 
Person-first language 
encourages respect.

Junkie

Addict

Drug addict

Druggie

Drug user

Drug abuser

A [substance] addict

Abuse

Clean

Dirty
 

Former addict

Reformed addict

Instead of: Use this:

A person who uses drugs

A person with problema�c drug use

(e.g. a person with opioid-use disorder)

Misuse

Tested nega�ve

Tested posi�ve

A person in recovery
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A person with a [substance] use disorder


